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preceded, and did not arise from, fear: though, the
fear, when established, was a strong support to the
belief, nothing being conceived to be so great an
offence to the divinities as any doubt of their
existence.

It is unnecessary to prosecute further the natural
history of religion, as we have not here to account for
its origin in rude minds, but for its persistency in the
cultivated. A sufficient explanation of this will, I
conceive, be found in. the small limits of man's certain
knowledge, and the boundlessness of his desire to'
know.. Human existence is girt round with mystery:
the narrow region of our experience is a small island
in the midst of a boundless sea, which at once awes
our feelings and stimulates our imagination by its
vastness and its obscurity. To add to the mystery,
the domain of our earthly existence is not only an
island in infinite space, but also in infinite time.
The past and the future are alike shrouded from us:
we neither know the origin of anything which is, nor
its final destination. If we feel deeply interested in
knowing that there are myriads of worlds at an im-
measurable, and to our faculties inconceivable, distance
from us in space; if we are eager to discover what
little we can about these worlds, and when we cannot
know what they are, can never satiate ourselves with
speculating on what they may be; is it not a matter
of far deeper interest to us to learn, or even to con--